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Cabinet
Wednesday, 12 September 2018

DECISIONS

Set out below is a summary of the decisions taken at the meeting of the Cabinet held on Wednesday, 12 September 2018. The wording used does not necessarily reflect the actual wording that will appear in the minutes.
<AI1>

	4
	Business Rates Retention Pilots 2019/20



Decision made: (Unanimously)

1. Approval in principle to the Council’s participation in the Lancashire bid to be a pilot of 75% Business Rate Retention in 2019/20 subject to all the issues raised with in the report particularly those contained within paragraphs 3.1, 8.2 and 11.2 being met satisfactorily.

2. That due to the timescales set, approval to endorse the use of urgent powers to approve submission of the bid by the Section 151 Officer (or Deputy Section 151 Officer in her absence) signing off the decision in consultation with the Cabinet Member (Finance).

</AI1>

<AI2>

	5
	Lead the development of the Borough Community Strategy



Decision made: (Unanimously)
That the progress made on the development of the Community Strategy be noted.

</AI2>

<AI3>

	6
	Communicating with residents and businesses



Decision Made: (Unanimously)

That:

1. The production of three Forward newspapers be approved. 

2. The newspaper to be posted out via Royal Mail.

3. The evaluation of both the paper edition of Forward and the email newsletter be approved with a report of the evaluation to be presented to Cabinet at a later date.

</AI3>

<AI4>

	7
	30 Rhodesway, Hoghton



Decision Made: (Unanimously)

That:

1. The Interim Assistant Director of Property and Housing continue negotiations and seek to conclude terms to acquire the property by agreement, to avoid the need for a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO).

2. Subject to the outcome of negotiations, the use of powers of compulsory purchase and the making of an Order under Section 17 of the Housing Act 1985 and all other powers as appropriate for the compulsory purchase of land be approved.

3. The Legal Services Manager be granted authority to take all necessary steps to secure the making, confirmation and implementation of the CPO, including the publication and service of all notices, and the presentation of the Council’s case at any Public Inquiry and the subsequent service of Notices to Treat and Notices of Entry or the execution of General Vesting Declarations. 

4. The Legal Services Manager be granted authority to negotiate and enter into agreements and undertakings, prior to or following the making of the Order, with any owners of any interest in the land affected by the Order and any objectors to the confirmation of the Order setting out the terms for the withdrawal of objections to the Order and to authorise the Interim Assistant Director of Property & Housing and Legal Services Manager to draft, agree and execute all necessary legal documents to record any such agreements and/or undertakings.

5. The Legal Services Manager be granted authority to appoint suitable Counsel to advise and represent the Council at any Public Inquiry held in respect of the Order and to provide legal support to the project team through the process. 

6. Following the confirmation of the CPO or acquisition by agreement, the Interim Assistant Director of Property and Housing be granted authority to enter into negotiations with a purchaser, identified following a marketing exercise to be agreed in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Assets and Transformation, for the disposal and renovation of the property with minimal financial impact to the Council, to bring it back to a habitable condition for occupation.

7. The Legal Services Manager be granted approval to execute all legal documentation that is considered necessary to give effect to the above. 

</AI4>

<AI5>

	8
	New Service Delivery Model of Preventative Health



Decision Made: (Unanimously)

That:

1. the update on the new service delivery model of preventative health be noted.

2. approval of a Cross-Party Working Group on Leisure, Health and Wellbeing (managed by Democratic Services) be granted, that will make recommendations to the Cabinet.

</AI5>

<AI6>

	9
	Approval of the Housing Enforcement Policy and Civil Penalties Guidance Document



Decision Made: (Unanimously)

That the Private Sector Housing Enforcement Policy and ‘Private Sector Housing Civil Penalties Enforcement Guidance be adopted. 

</AI6>

<AI7>

	10
	Council Tax Support Scheme



Decision made: (Unanimously)

1. Approval of an Equality Impact Assessment to be carried out on the current Council Tax Support Scheme given the new operating context that is Universal Credit.

2. Approval for the Council to consult with all major preceptors on potential scheme changes (as outlined in the report) that could be introduced in the year 2020/21.

3. That the result of the informal consultation with major preceptors to be reported back to Cabinet, along with any impact assessments that need to be considered on the wider effects of the schemes which will affect residents.

4. Approval for the Council to continue with its existing scheme for 2019/20, and to strengthen and promote the exceptional hardship funds available to residents.

</AI7>

<AI8>

	11
	Corporate Peer Challenge Action plan and response to Statutory Recommendation (under Section 24 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014)



Decision Made: (Unanimously)

That Cabinet notes the information in the report and recommends that Council:

1. Accepts the recommendation made by the external auditor.

2. Provides a formal response to the external auditors advising that all actions recommended within the Original Peer Review visit and actions suggested in the revisited Peer review have been actioned and are either complete, or are currently in implementation.

</AI8>

<AI9>

	12
	Cabinet Forward Plan



Decision made: (Unanimously)

That the Cabinet Forward Plan be noted.

</AI9>

<AI10>

	13
	Exclusion of Press and Public



To exclude the public and press.

</AI10>

<AI11>

	14
	One asset approach to refurbishment and future management of Civic Centre



Decision made: (Unanimously)

That the recommendations in the confidential report be approved. 

</AI11>

<AI12>

	15
	Leisure Campus (Contract Award)



Decision made: (Unanimously)

That the recommendations in the confidential report be approved.

</AI12>

<AI13>

	16
	South Ribble Home Build



Decision made: (Unanimously)

That the recommendations in the confidential report be approved.

</AI13>
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